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GVSU names Boezaart as MAREC executive director
Across Campus
Granholm tells students 
‘I really need your help’
More than 300 students, faculty and staff 
members crowded into the Cook-DeWitt 
Center on November 19 to hear Governor 
Jennifer Granholm talk about the Michigan 
Promise scholarship. The governor directed her 
comments toward students saying, “the fight 
isn’t over” in restoring the 
money for the scholarship.
“I really need your help 
and I stand in solidarity 
with you to restore the 
Michigan Promise,” said 
Granholm. “It is doable, 
but I can’t do it alone.” 
Granholm criticized 
lawmakers for cutting 
the scholarship money 
from the budget and said 
she couldn’t veto the 
scholarship back in. She 
urged students to contact 
their state legislators 
to let them know how 
they feel. “You hired 
your representatives 
and you should 
tell them what you want them to do. I 
encourage you to engage in democracy 
and let your voices be heard,” she said.
President Thomas J. Haas addressed the 
crowd and called the elimination of the 
scholarship, “stealing from our future to pay 
for the present.” Haas said Grand Valley has 
the greatest percentage of students with the 
scholarship of Michigan public universities.
Grand Valley remembers 
Sally Seidman
Sally Seidman, wife of the late L. William 
Seidman, died November 22 at their family 
home in Albuquerque, New Mexico. She was 85.
As spouse of the founder of Grand Valley, 
Sally played a role in the university’s early 
history, hosting many of the gatherings 
organized by Bill Seidman to rally support 
during the late 1950s to establish Grand 
Valley. Mr. Seidman and a citizens’ council 
secured the university’s charter in 1960, after 
raising $1 million required by the state.
“Sally was a great friend of Grand Valley,” 
President Thomas J. Haas said. “Her 
tireless work with Bill during the formation 
and early years of Grand Valley are well 
known. Marcia and I were honored to 
host her when she attended her husband’s 
memorial service on campus. Our hearts 
go out to the Seidman family.”
Maribeth Wardrop, vice president for 
Development, was a longtime neighbor and 
family friend of the Seidmans. “Sally was 
one of those women who are pillars of their 
Grand Valley has named T. Arnold (Arn) 
Boezaart as the second executive director of the 
Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy 
Center. He has been serving as the interim 
executive director of MAREC since April. 
Boezaart previously served as the vice 
president for Grant Programs for the 
Community Foundation for Muskegon 
County. In that role, he handled the project 
that put the wind energy turbine atop the 
Frauenthal Center in downtown Muskegon. 
“Arn has a unique understanding of the needs  
of the Muskegon leadership and has 
demonstrated an ability to lead MAREC over 
the past six months as its interim director,” 
said James Bachmeier, Grand Valley’s vice 
president for Finance and Administration.
Boezaart said he 
wants to focus 
MAREC’s  
attention on job 
creation in the 
emerging  
green economy.
“We are in the 
midst of the most 
difficult economic 
times most of us 
have ever known,” 
Boezaart said. 
“With an emphasis 
on promoting 
renewable energy and advancing new 
and emerging technologies, a priority for 
MAREC will be to work with others to 
achieve economic development and job 
creation opportunities in the Muskegon area, 
Lakeshore and West Michigan region.” 
Under Boezaart’s leadership, MAREC staff 
members have been working actively with 
local and regional economic development 
forces to position West Michigan and 
greater Muskegon to take advantage of 
economic development and supply chain 
opportunities linked to the growing on-shore, 
and developing off-shore, wind industry. 
Boezaart added that planning is also underway 
to electronically connect MAREC with 
Grand Valley’s Allendale Campus so that 
data from the instrumentation at MAREC 
can be made available to researchers. 
Arn Boezaart
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Governor Jennifer Granholm talks about the Michigan Promise scholarship in 
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Jeesun Kim, assistant 
professor of communications
After studying in America as an exchange 
student, South Korean native Jeesun Kim 
enjoyed her experience so much, she completed 
her education in the U.S. and now teaches here.
Kim joined Grand Valley’s School of 
Communications faculty in the summer as an 
assistant professor of advertising and public  
relations. Kim said her fascination with the  
culture and language as a student brought  
her back. 
Kim attended the University of Florida 
and earned a master’s degree in mass 
communication. She then worked in 
community outreach and international 
research for Polaris Project, the largest anti-
human trafficking non-profit organization 
in the United States. She later moved to 
Washington, D.C., to work for Voice of America, 
a U.S. government-run broadcast service.
Before settling back in the U.S., she took her 
skills home. “After experiencing the American 
workforce and culture, I wanted to move 
back to South Korea and contribute to the 
public relations industry there,” Kim said. 
While in South Korea, Kim began consulting 
for a research-
based public 
relations firm. “It 
was challenging 
to work with a 
variety of clients at 
one time, but very 
rewarding,” she said.
This past summer 
she completed 
her dissertation 
and earned a 
doctoral degree 
from the School 
of Journalism at the University of Missouri. 
“I had heard that Grand Valley was a 
growing, up-and-coming university, 
so my advisor encouraged me to apply 
for a position here,” Kim said. 
While Kim’s immediate family lives in South 
Korea, Kim said she feels very comfortable 
in Michigan; she enjoys spending time 
with new friends and colleagues.
Kim also enjoys the restaurants and city 
life in Grand Rapids. She said she also 
likes trying international foods, swimming, 
walking, traveling and listening to music. 
GVFaces
community and their family. She 
was gracious, full of life, and so 
welcoming,” Wardrop said. 
Seidman was very involved in 
community service in Grand 
Rapids including membership 
in the Grand Rapids Junior 
League, and as a board member 
for the Grand Rapids Art 
Museum and Forest Hills 
Public Schools. Sally met Bill 
when they both attended East 
Grand Rapids High School. Bill, 
founding chair of Grand Valley’s 
Board of Trustees and former 
FDIC chairman, died May 13 
at the age of 88. They had six children, who live across the U.S.
Campus mourns loss of staff member
Michael Lopez, associate director of admissions, died Friday, November 
20, at University of Michigan Hospital after battling a liver illness. He 
was 38. 
Lopez began working at  Grand Valley in December of 1999 as an  
admissions counselor. He earned a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice  
from Grand Valley in 1997. Services were held November 25 at Ridgepoint  
Community Church of Holland.
Registration open for second 
‘Know Your Numbers’ campaign
Registration is open for the second “Know Your Numbers GVSU!” 
Clinical Health Risk Assessment campaign for benefit-eligible 
faculty and staff members, spouses and household members.
The free, voluntary, confidential 10-minute assessment takes place in  
January at campus sites and includes a short health questionnaire and 
blood draw. Each participant receives a comprehensive report that 
identifies strategies for health maintenance and improvement. For 
complete details and to register, visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness.
United Way campaign sees increases
Once again, Grand Valley faculty and staff members have responded  
generously in the face of tough times to support the annual United  
Way campaign. 
The campaign saw increases in the number of people who gave and the  
amount given. This year 1,150 employees gave to the campaign, raising  
$149,075, an increase over last year’s 1,081 employees giving $141,157.
The United Way campaign uses the efforts of 151 volunteer captains 
who coordinate the collection efforts among faculty and staff. At a 
thank-you breakfast with President Thomas J. Haas, captains Jeroen 
Wagendorp and Sally Vissers were honored for top increases in response 
rates. Patricia Videtich won a reserved parking spot for a year.
Annual holiday gathering will honor  
faculty and staff members
More than 160 faculty and staff members will be honored for their years  
of service to Grand Valley at the annual Service Award and Holiday  
Gathering on Thursday, December 3.
All faculty and staff members are invited to attend. The gathering will be  
held in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room, from 3-5 p.m., with the  
award ceremony beginning at 3:30 p.m. Campus offices may close at 3 p.m.
40-year award recipients:
Ronald Dwelle, Writing
Kenneth Johnson, Computing and Information Systems (retired)
continues on page 3
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Sally Seidman is pictured at the memorial 
for L. William Seidman in September.
Jessun Kim
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Festival will 
celebrate Cuba
Lectures, workshops, movies, food and dance 
centered on Cuban culture are planned by 
the Latin American Studies department.
“Spotlight on Cuba” will run from December 
1-12; the festival includes the following events:
• Tuesday, December 1: William Luis, professor  
of Spanish at Vanderbilt University, will lecture  
on “Cuban Literature, Culture and Revolution:  
50 Years Later.” 2:30 p.m., Kirkhof Center,  
room 2204.
• Wednesday, December 2: Jack Kenny, 
photographer, presents “A Traveler in Cuba.”  
3 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 2263.
• Monday, December 7: Robin Moore, professor 
from the University of Texas, presents 
“Music and Revolution: Cultural Change in 
Socialist Cuba.” Noon, Cook-DeWitt Center.
• Saturday, December 12: “Baile la Habana” will 
feature free food and music. 7 p.m., Kirkhof  
Center, Grand River Room.
For more information, call the Area Studies 
Center at x18110; a complete schedule of 
events is online at www.gvsu.edu/las .
Workshop leader will 
discuss ‘the blues’
Work Life Connections is sponsoring a brown-
bag workshop, “When Feeling Blue Isn’t 
Normal,” on Tuesday, December 1, and 
Thursday, December 3.
Angela Weirich, a family medicine doctor for 
MMPC, will discuss mood changes and  
depression. Tuesday’s workshop will be held 
in the Kirkhof Center, room 1104; Thursday’s 
workshop will be in the DeVos Center, room  
303C. Both sessions will begin at noon,  
participants are encouraged to bring their  
lunches.
To register for either workshop, visit  
www.gvsu.edu/seminar .
Faculty Awards 
Convocation scheduled
The annual Faculty Awards Convocation is 
set for February 4 at 4 p.m. in the Loosemore 
Auditorium of the DeVos Center.
The convocation celebrates faculty excellence 
as awards are presented for scholarship, 
service and advising. Service awards will be 
presented to faculty members with 25, 30, 
35, and 40 years of service to the university.
What’s Ahead
Service Awards will be presented to faculty, staff
James Scott, Movement Science
Pamela Tober, Art and Design
Allen Wygant, Pew Campus and Regional 
 Centers Security (retired) 
35-year award recipients:
Doriana Gould, Modern Languages and 
 Literatures
Donna Larson, Nursing
Stanton Lindquist, Accounting
Harvey Nikkel, Chemistry
M. Chris O’Connor, Psychology (retired) 
30-year award recipients:
Danny Abbott, Information Technology
John Bettys, Facilities Services
Jeff Carlson, Information Technology
James Grant, Education
Patricia Haynes, College of Liberal Arts and 
 Sciences Dean’s Office
Deanna Morse, Communications
Diana Pace, Student Services Dean’s Office
James Reardon, Facilities Services
Stephan Savasky, WGVU
Bonnie Woodman, Library
Cynthia Zehner, Anthropology and 
 Geography 
25-year award recipients:
Gordon Alderink, Health Professions
Diane Breeman, Computing and  
 Information Systems
Michele Golightly, Student Life
Lisa Ham, Counseling and Career 
 Development Center
Gayla Jewell, Nursing (retired)
Benjamin Lockerd, English
Andrea Marks, Admissions Office
Marie McKendall, Management
H. Bart Merkle, Dean of Students
Peggy Moore, Financial Aid
Alexander Nesterenko, Communications
Donald Paszek, Psychology
James Persoon, English
Virginia Randall, Student Services  
 Dean’s Office
Patricia Rowe, Movement Science
Dan Seeley, Student Life
Lorna Siler, Student Employment
Sue Speck, Student Accounts 
20-year award recipients:
Nancy Alexander, Mathematics
Patricia Bethke, Student Services
Andrea Bostrom, Nursing
Agnes Britton, Nursing
Barbara Brower, Library
Nancy Brown, WGVU
Todd Buchta, University Development
Douglas Chung, Social Work
Patricia Clark, Writing
Kevin Cole, Geology
Rita Cooper, Hospitality and Tourism 
 Management
Pamela Downing, Information Technology
Terry Fisk, School of Criminal Justice
Shirley Fleischmann, Engineering and 
 Computing
Julia Guevara, Provost’s Office
John Klein, Academic Computing Services
Wayne Kooistra, Facilities Services
Lynn Krupansky, Conference Services
Mark Luttenton, Biology
Cindy Mader, Education
Jane Mays, Mathematics
Carmen Nochera, Biomedical and  
 Health Sciences
Toni Perrine, Communications
Mark Pestana, Philosophy
Star Raymond, University Budgets
Mike Schrotenboer, Facilities Services
Terri Suess, University Budgets
Daniel Teunis, Facilities Services
Kurt Thompson, Annis Water Resources 
 Institute
Lois Tyson, English
Stephanie Vasquez, Facilities Services
Roy Winegar, Communications 
10-year award recipients:
Bogdan Adamczyk, Engineering and 
 Computing
Majd Al-Mallah, Modern Languages and 
 Literatures
Bradley Ambrose, Physics
David Austin, Mathematics
Victoria Baker, Facilities Services
Jerry Baltes, Intercollegiate Athletics
Shari Bartz, Movement Science
Barbara Bergers, Public Safety Services
Nancy Boese, Regional Small Business and 
 Technology Development Center
Bryan Bolea, Psychology
Cheryl Borgman, Nursing
Susan Burnell, Housing
Debra Burg, Biomedical and Health Sciences
Martin Burg, Biomedical and Health 
 Sciences
Jing Chen, Psychology
Maria Cimitile, Philosophy
David Cox, Facilities Services
Melissa Cunningham, Academic Services 
 Vice Provost’s Office
Sonia Dalmia, Economics
Terry Daniels, Facilities Services
Renee Daniel, Facilities Services
Nancy Dausman, Education
Janaan Decker, Honors College
Christine DeMull, Accounting Office
Kurt Ellenberger, Honors College
Irene Fountain, Graduate Students and 
 Grants Administration
John Gabrosek, Statistics
Luke Galen, Psychology
Nancy Giardina, Provost’s Office
Karen Gipson, Physics
David Good, Marketing
Scott Grissom, Computing and  
 Information Systems
continued from page 2
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General Events
Tues., Dec. 1
Noon: Work Life Connections Workshop. 
“When Feeling Blue Isn’t Normal,” by 
Angela Weirich. 1104 KC. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/seminar to register.
8 p.m.: Music Concert. Symphony Orchestra. 
LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for information. 
Wed., Dec. 2
Noon: University Academic Senate Fall 
Faculty Forum. “Understanding and 
Managing Author Rights in the 21st 
Century.” 2270 KC. Call x12631 for more 
information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Cooper, Hay, Van 
Lente Group. CDC. Call x13484 for more 
information. 
8 p.m.: Music Concert. Concert Band. LAT, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information.
Thurs., Dec. 3
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Support 
Group. “What Daddies Do Best.” 2242 KC. 
Call x12215 for more information.
Noon: Work Life Connections Workshop. 
“When Feeling Blue Isn’t Normal,” by 
Angela Weirich. 303C DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/seminar to register.
3 p.m.: Service Awards and Holiday 
Gathering. GRR, KC. Call x12215 for more 
information. 
Fri., Dec. 4
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
“Workstyle Differences: Are They a Good 
Thing?” 2266 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
seminar for more information.
1:30 p.m.: Holiday Carillon Concert and Open 
Tour. Cook Carillon Tower. Call x13484 
for more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Concert. Concert Band. LAT, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information.
Sat., Dec. 5
8 p.m.: Choral Concert. LAT, PAC. Call 
x13484 for more information.
Sun., Dec. 6
2 p.m.: Music Performance. From the Studio 
of Professor Jonathon Nichol, saxophone. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. 
Call x13484 for more information.
5 p.m.: Music Concert. Early Music 
Ensemble. Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for information. 
Sports
Thurs., Dec. 3
6 and 8 p.m.: Basketball hosts Tiffin 
University.
Sat., Dec. 5
1 and 3 p.m.: Basketball hosts Ashland 
University.
Service Awards will be presented to faculty, staff
Melanie Grover, Housing
Marlene Hall, Financial Aid
Rebecca Hambleton, Padnos  
 International Center
Lisa Haynes, Pew Campus and  
 Regional Centers
Steven Hecht, Biomedical and  
 Health Sciences
John Hewitt, Criminal Justice
Mark Hoffman, Public and  
 Nonprofit Administration
Joseph Hornik, Computing and  
 Information Systems
Willliam Hosterman, Art and Design
James Houston, Criminal Justice
Wanda Isenga, Registrar’s Office
Joseph Jacquot, Biology
Susan Jensen, Nursing
Jane Johnson, Bookstore
Lori Koste, Management
Karen Libman, Communications
Anne London, College of Community and 
 Public Services Advising Center
Barbara Lubic, Education
George Lundskow, Sociology
Monica Lyons, Nursing
Lisabeth Margulus, Education
Linda Masselink, Librarian
Leo McCormick, Pew Campus and  
 Regional Centers
James McPherson, Information Technology
Todd Meindertsma, Facilities Services
Figen Mekik, Geology
Jacquelyn Melin, Education
Kristin Middendorf, Charter Schools
Martha Moore, Accounting Office
Mary Morgan, Library
Mark Muilenburg, Facilities Services
Paul Murphy, History
Sheryl O’Neal, Health Professions
Terry Pahl, Facilities Services
Vandana Pednekar-Magal, Communications
Ronald Perkins, Vice Provost for  
 Health Office
Kathy Ransom, Pew Campus Security
Esther Ricco, Finance and Administration
Mark Richards, Political Science
Peter Riemersma, Geology
Patricia Roek, Seidman Dean’s Office
Pamela Ronning, Vice Provost for  
 Health Office
Mary Starkweather, Education
Mark Schaub, Padnos International Center, 
 and Writing
Daniel Spangler, Facilities Services
Charles Standridge, Engineering  
 and Computing
Andrew Sterian, Engineering  
 and Computing
Carl Strebel, Computing and  
 Information Systems
Roxana Taylor, Annis Water Resources 
 Institute
Mark Tobin, WGVU
Andrew Topper, Education
Bernadine Tucker, News and Information 
 Services
Scott Vander Werf, WGVU
Janet VanRhee, Chemistry
Susan Votsch, Accounting Office
Ellen Wahi, English
Mary Watters, Regional Math and  
 Science Center
Jolanda Westerhof, Education
Thomas Willey, Finance
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